STALIN IAS ACADEMY - BEST IAS COACHING IN CHENNAI
12/24, Muthurangan Muthali St, West Tambaram, Chennai - 600045
https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/
Contact Number - +91-8678969915, +91-9940332851

390-year-old lamp post in Nalgonda
unravels trade links of Telangana

Serish Nanisetti
HYDERABAD

A newly-discovered 390-
year-old Deepastambham
{lamp post) on the edge of
River Krishna in Nalgonda
district of Telangana casts
a fresh light on trade ties in
the region in early medie-
val times. Archaeologists
working in the area found
the 20-foot tall pillar with
hollows for lamps and a
multi-lingual inscription in
Mudimanikyam village of
Nalgonda.

“The pillar and a small
flat roofed structure near it
was found by Ashok Ku-
mar of Public Research In-
stitute for History, Archae-
ology & Heritage. Itis on a
slope from the village lead-
ing to the river bank. We
have not found anything

The 20-foat-tall lamp post on
the edge of river Krishna in
Malgonda, Telangana.

like this in the Krishna riv-
er valley. Nor are there re-
cords of similar struc-
tures,” says Srinivasan who
found the pillar along with
Ashok Kumar.

While  Dhwajastham-
bam (flag pole) is part of

temple architecture, lamp
posts are rare in the Dec-
can while they are com-
mon in temples in the west
coast, incduding Goa.

Dated to June 1635
“Based on the inscription
engraved on the lamp post
near the ruined Siva tem-
ple, the pillar can be dated
to June 1635 and it is writ-
ten in Telugn mixed with
Tamil language. It is dedi-
cated to Kasi Viswanatha
and because of its height, it
would have served as a
lighthouse on the riverine
trade route,” said M. Muni-
rathnam Reddy, Director
(Epigraphy), Archaeologi-
cal Survey of India who has
studied the inscription.
The inscription was en-
graved by Madiraju Nara-
sayya of Yidupulapati and

erected by Polinedu, son of
Vali Munulayya. “Similar
pillars have been found in
Tamil Nadu but they don’t
have inscriptions,” Mr.
Reddy said.

The village is about 180
kilometres from Hydera-
bad which was ruled by the
Qutb Shahi rulers at that
time. European travellers,
including the French dia-
mond trader Tavernier
who made five trips to the
Hyderabad kingdom in the
same period, describe land
trade routes. But make re-
ference to riverine trade.

The team of archaeolo-
gists also discovered an
eighth century inscription
recording a grant during
Badami Chalukya rule in
the region showing that the
village was part of trade
route over the millennia.
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Uttarakhand Assembly
passes Uniform Civil Code

Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dharmni terms it a “historic moment’, Congress MLAs say they are not

against the Bill, but that its provisions need to be examined in detail so that faws can be remioved

Lshita Mishra

MEW DELHI

he Untarakhand As-
T sembly passed the

Uniform Civil Code
on Wednesday, despite the
Opposition’s demand that
the Bill be handed over w
the House's select commit-
tee first.

Terming it a “historic
moment”, Chief Mindster
Pushkar Singh Dhami said
the Assembly had become
the first legislature in nde-
pendent India to pass a Bill
that imposes commaon
rubes fior all communities —
except Scheduled Tribes —
on marriage, divorce, in-
heritances, and live-in
relationships.

In his final address be-
fore Speaker Ritu Khandu-
ri Bhushan called for a
voice vote on the UCC Bill,
Mr. Dhami said that the le-
gislation would end the in-
Justice faced by women for
centuries. Mentioning the
Shah Bano and Saira Bano
cases, the Chief Mindster
said that anti-social ele-
ments wanted to keep dif-
ferent communities divid-
ed for political benefits.

Referencing B.R. Am-
bedkar, Mr. Dhami daimed
that certain clauses men-
tioned in the Constifution
were misused from time o
time by certain anti-social,
anti-national people. “Cer-
rain mistakes were done in
the Indian Constifution
which now need to be cor-

BUP supporbers greet Uttarakhand Ol Pushiar Singh Dhamiin
Dehradun after the pazsage of the Unifarm Civil Code Bill. P

rected,” he sald, listing oth-
er countries such as Sandi
Arabla, Nepal, Japan, the
United States, Canada,
Bangladesh and Indonesia
that have implemented a
unifisrm civil code.

‘Mot opposing

Congress MLAs sald they
were not opposing the UCC
Eill, but claimed that its
provisions need to be exa-
mined in detail =0 that any
flaws can be removed he-
fore it is passed. Tilak Raj
Behar, the Congress MLA
from Kichcha, said that Ar-
ticle 44 of the Constinmion,
which is the basis of the
Eill, refers to the UCC in
the context of the whole
country and not just one
State.

Pointing out a contrad-
iction in the Bill, Adesh
Singh Chauhan, the Con-
gress MLA from Jaspur,
said the Bill leaves the tri-
bal populadon out of is

ambit, even while claiming
that it would apply to the
whaole of the State.

The UCL is hased on a
draft submitred by a com-
mittee formed by the Uta-
rakhand government un-
der the chairmanship of
retired Supreme Court
judge Justice Ranjana Pra-
kash Desal. The Bill was
one of the BJPs poll pro-
mises during the 2022 As-
sembly election campaim
in 'Uttarakhand.

Assduddin Owaist, pre-
sident of All India Majlis-E-
Ittehadul Muslimeen, said
the Bill was nothing bur a
Hindu Code made applica-
ble for all. “Firstly, Hindu
undivided family has not
been towched. Why? If you
want a uniform law for suc-
cession and inheritance,
why are Hindus kept out of
it? Can a law be uniform if
it doesn't apply to the ma-
jority of your State? he
asked.

Nothing more
than political

propaganda,
says AIMPLB

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELEHI

The All India Muslim Per-
sonal Law Board (AIMPLE)
has dismissed the Bill as
“mere eyewash and noth-
ing more than paolitical
propaganda”.

“The Eill & inappro-
priate, unnecessary, and
against diversity. lIts real
target i only Muslims as
even the Scheduled Tribes
have heen exempted. [t has
been nshed to gain polit-
cal advantage. This legisla-
tiom, rushed through in a
hurried manner, deals only
with three aspects — the
sphere of marriage and di-
VOIce in A CUTsory manner;
and thereafier deals with
succession laws; and final-
Iy Inein relationships,
which undoubtedly will
impinge on moral values of
all the religions,” S.LR.
Ilyas, the spokesperson of
the Board, said.

Ome contentious aspect
highlighted by the spokes-
person was the equalisa-
tion of inheritance rights
between genders, which
conflicts with the princi-
ples of Islamic law, clearly
categorised by the Koran.
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Uttarakhand code
challenges right to
‘Intimate associations’

MNEW DELHI

The Uniform Civil Code
{UCC) passed in Uttarak-
hand, which requires con-
senting adubs who intend
to enter a live-in relaton-
ship to submit a “jaint
statement” o thar effect
hefore a “Registrar”, dares
individuals® freedom 1o
form “intimate associa-
tions™ without state moni-
toring or regulation.

Section 381 of the Una-
rakhand's common  civil
code empowers the Hegis-
trar to examine the state-
ment submitted by pros-
pective live-in partners,
conduct an “enquiry” o
check if the relationship
herween the couple s nota
“prohibited” one and even
summon them. A 30-day
time is given for the State
authority o enter the
statermnent in a register and
issue the couple a “regis-
tration certificate” which
clears them to enter into a
lve-in relationship. The
code is careful to note that
the exercise is only “for the
purposes of record”. A si-
milar exercise is underta-
ken if the partmer or bath
want to “terminate” the
live-in relationship.

Previous judgment

Chief Justice of India DY,
Chandrachud, in his mi
nority opinion while head-
ing a Constinstion Bench in
Supwriyo versus Lindon of In-
dia (same-sex marriage
case), refers o how Stape
should not interfere with
the freedom of consenting

adulis w form legitimate
“intimate associations”.

The Chief Justice said
the right o intimate asso-
ciations came within the
ambit of free speech and
expression enshrined as a
fundamental right under
Article 19(c) of the Consti-
mtion. The CJI observed
that the freedom of speech
and expression was not li-
mited to expressive words
and included other forms
of expression like that of
their  sexual  identity,
choice of partmer, and the
expression of sexual degire
0 & consenting party.

Freedom to choose

The Chief Justice noted
thar courts have tradition-
ally not permitted the state
o interfere in certain kinds
of personal relationships.

The Gl had cautioned
how the state could direct-
Iy or indirectly infringe on
the right of a person to en-
joy the society of one's
pariner. This could be
done directly through a
law prohibéting such rela-
tionships or by “refusing
suffickent space to exercise
that freedom”.

Live-in relationships are
not prohibited in law. In
fact, the Supreme Court, in
5. Khushboo v. Kanniam-
mal, had held that live-in
relationships come within
the ambit of right to life un-
der Article 21 of the Consti-
tion. The Protection of
Women from Domestic
Violence Act, 2005 states
that a live-in relationship
fell within the ambit of a
domestic relationship.
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‘Solar rooftop scheme positive but challenging’

acob K
NEW DELHI

The recent proposal by the
government to increase
rooftop solarisation is a
positive step forward but
there are challenges, par-
ticularly around creati
incentives for households
to adopt it, experts con-
nected with the renewable
energy sector said at a pa-
nel discussion here on
Wednesday.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi in January an-
nounced the Pradhan Man-
tri  Suryoday Yojana,
whereby the Centre would
defray the cost of setting
up rooftop solar panels for
households that consume
less than 300 units of elec-
tricity per month.

More rooftop solar solu-
tions are necessary in India
as they “democratised” in-
stallations — currently the

Currently, household rooftops solar installations are only about a
quarter of the nearly 12 GW rooftop installations in India. S.5. Kusar

bulk of solar power is pro-
vided via large solar parks
or commercial rooftop in-
stallations ~ but currently
most States provided subsi-
dised electricity to house-
holds and that potentially
discouraged consumers
from investing in solar, said
Sumant Sinha, CEO, Re-
New Power, among India’s
leading renewable energy
companies. “Between pay-

ing for it [solar] and getting
it for free [grid electricity],
consumers might think
why should i pay for it? Se-
condly you need to be able
to sell that power to the
grid when you are not at
home. That means elec-
tricity distribution compa-
nies [discom] would now
need an appropriate tariff
at which they can buy it
from you. Discoms have

usually been shy to do that
as [they think] that would
make grid management
whole lot harder. But the
Prime Minister has decid-
ed that he wants more
rooftop solar and if the PM
decides, he will get it
done.”

‘Huge opportunity’
Adanair Turner, Chair,
Energy Transitions Com-
mission, an international
think tank, said that there
was huge opportunity glo-
bally for rooftop solar -
both in the residential and
commercial sector. “Glo-
bally there’s huge poten-
tial. We need regulation to
aid that. For instance, it
should no longer be possi-
ble to make an open-plan
car park with a rooftop
that doesn’t have a solar

el on it. People
shouldn't be allowed to
build new factories with-

out solar panels on top,” he
said at the panel discussion
that was part of World Sus-
tainable Development
Summit, organised by the
The Energy Resources In-
stitute (Teri).

Mr. Sinha added that
high air pollution, particu-
larly as witnessed in north
India, further reduced the
availability of electricity
via solar panels, thus skew-
ing the financial returns on
it. “So, we need significant
subsidies to make it via-
ble," he added.

Currently  household
rooftops solar installations
are only about a quarter of
the nearly 12 GW (1 GW is
1000 megawatt) rooftop
solar installations in India.
About 6.7 lakh households
are estimated to have roof-
top solar installations - a
far cry from the targeted 1
crore installations that Mr.
Modi aspires to.
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rust

IMM and irs allkes found a visble way
out of the Henant Soren arrest ordeal

v nominating Champai Soren to the posd-

tion of Chief Minister and ensuring a con-

wining win in the trust vote, the Fhark-
hand Multi Morcha and its allies, the Congress
and the Bashtriva bnata Dal, did well to weather
the storm after the resignatiom of Hemant Soren
aver cormuption charges. The predominantly itri-
bal populated Jharkhand remains ane of just a
ferw Stabes that have not been wrested by the Bha-
ratiya Janata Farty ever since the beginning of
what palitical sdentists call the era of the BJP-
dominabed party system in northern India. Histo
lbe]h’l'.l'l'}l:udﬂ:l'np‘scmd:l that it soughd to ele-
vate a beader who plaved a major role in the
State’s formation (fter its bifurcation from Bihar)
rather than appointing another family member,
even if this was a dedsion taken under duress,
amd arevidling the impreston that it was the Shiba
and Hemant Soren-led family that would rule by
praxy. This, in a way, bocked the trend in maost
regional parties, where prwer tends to concen-
trate in the families of its most popular leaders,
eifther due to the act that thixs allows party financ-
e 0 be contralled by those chosest to the leader-
ship or because sach parties are unable bo evobe
into cadre-based, ideology-driven umits.

By catapulting Champai Saren to the helm of
grvernance, the [Mb signalled a return boits past
when it was more a movement and less a typical
party. Yet, two isnses should warry the party. His
appointment was alss made possible becnse of
a family rift over the possible candidature of Kal-
pana Soren, Hemant Soren’s wife. And, second,
lhe unedifying sight of MLAs being transported

o Congress-muled sugpests that the
mhgﬂhanmmmnmﬂﬂuuk@mllm
ings acting 2% a ghoe to keep its Bock together — a
phenomenan that has become sadly tree of ma-
ny paliticians in India. Hemant Soren’s resigna-
tion would also have been welcomed in normal
circumstances where anpone in govermment
shaould give up power if they e serios cormup-
tion charges as he did in a purporied knd scam.
Bt the Fact that the Unton government has used
its kow enforcement agencies such as the Enforce-
ment Directorate less 25 weapons against cormup-
tion and more @ a toal o browbeat any oppos-
tiom,, gives cause for pause. Regardless of this, Mr.
Soren's case must be thorowghly investigated and
should not be subgect b the vagaries of paolitical
outcomes such as the retention of power by the
MM and its allies. In a way, the developments
should compel the JMM-ed government to reo-
rient its focus on governance in one of Indias
mad mimeralrich, bt materally poor, States,
and that will be its best answer to the questions
raised about it following the arrest.

= =
Music without borders
The Grammys were 3 celebration of
woanen singers. past and present

imee stood sl twice at the 66th anmusal

Grammy Awards on Sunday when iconic

singer-songwriters Joni Mitchell and Tra-
cy Chapman took the stage to tell stories one
mare e through masic. While the: S0-vear-old
Mitchell, who had suffered a life-threatening
ameurysm some vears ago, performed ber BG8
song, “Both Sides Maw’, . Tracy Chapman, 38, ac-
companied by her guitar and Loke Combs, belted
ot her chssic hit, *Fast Car' - both numbers po-
werful markers of the human experience amd still
speaking o the times. As if on cee, Anmie Len-
nox, whio paid tribute to Sinead O'Conmor by re-
prising her haunting sang, ‘Mothing Compares 2
U, shouted at the end of her performance: ‘Ar-
tists for ceasefire. Peace in the workd”. After that,
two ongoing wars and other social crises ap-
peared forgotten for the most part of the show,
though the super indie group, bovgenius, who
wan far ‘best rack performance’, advocated for a
ceasefine through red pins on their attire. After
vears of being pulled wp for not celebrating fe-
made, hlack, Hispanic artists enough, the Gram-
mys made amends this time by honouring a haost
af young women musicans. ‘Swifties' were duly
acknomdedged by helping Taylor Swift make his-
tory with her record-setting fourth album of the
vear award for “Midngghts”, surpassing Frank 5
makra, Stevie Wonder and Paul Simon, who won
the award three times.

Miley Cyrus (‘Flowers”), Billie Eilizh ("What
Was | Made For?', a melincholic melody for Greta
Gerwig's Barbic) and SZA all got their moment in
the spotlight. India made a mark too with a befat-
ed mod coming in for one of the coumtry's best-
known fision bands, Shakti, which bagged the
Besst Global Music Album for “This Moment', a
studio album they relensed after four decades.
The band, formed in the 1970 (o criticall acclaim
amd fame, later regrouped and brooght out an al
bum in 2023 with founding members, guitarist
MnMdmlgMnamlhbhmaﬂml:ﬁrl—hu—
saim, joining vocalist Shankar Mahadevan, per-
cussionist V. Selvaganesh and violinist Ganesh
Rajpgopalan. Zakir Hussain won two more Gram-
myys, one with futist Rakesh Chaurasia, and two
ather performers, for their song ‘Pashio' which
wan in the Best Global Music Performance cabe-
gary. In the past, the Grammys have honoared
amd celebrated the music of Pandit Band Shankar,
Pandit Vishwa Mohan Bhatt, A B, Rahman and
athers. But Indian artists of today, who play a
mind-boggling armay of mstruoments, from the -
tar, sarosd amd veena to the: fute, mridangam and
violin, can new aspire to caim their rightful place
an the global stage and be apen to collaborations
which have brought musiciins sisch as Zakir Hus-
sain acoolades and recognition.
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India-China bilateral trade hit a new
record in 2023, says Chinese envoy

Suhasini Haidar

NEW DELHI

India’s wade with China
reached record levels in
2003, said the Chinese en-
voy to India, indicating
that hilateral rrade had sur-
passed 2022 figures des-
pite a slowdoewn mid-year.
Speaking at an event cele-
brating the Chinese Mew
Year, the envoy, Charge
IrAffaires Ma Jia said that
the growth in trade, w
§136.2 hillion, went along
with other areas of “im-
provement” in  hilateral
ties, pointing to the infior-
mal meeting between

Ma Jia

Prime Minister Narendra
Maodi and Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping in August.
Inm 20022, bilateral trad
had reached a record
$135.98, with imports from
China surpassing 3100 bil-
lion driven by a 3% rise in

inbound shipments des-
pite the continuing bilater-
al tensions over the mili-
tary standoff at the Line of
Actual Conrol {LAC)

“Ower the past vear, Chi-
na-India relations  have
shown a positive momen-
tum of improvement,” Ms.
Ma said, addressing guests
at a reception held at the
Chinese Embassy on Tues-
day. “President Xi Jinping
and Prime Minister Modi
reached iImportant consen-
sus on stabilising bilateral
ties. China supported In-
dia's presidency of both
G230 and SC0

“Bilateral trade volume

reached $136.2 billion last
year, with a year-on-year
growth of 1.5%. India’s ex-
ports to China abko in-
creased by 6%, she added,
indicating that the hilateral
trade deficit, which India
has been seeking to shrink,
could also be lower, ac-
cording to the figures that
were announced officially
fior the first fime.

Deespite the increased
engagement, China has not
appointed an Ambassador
in over 16 months, the lon-
gest period so far, and the
two countries have also
not resumed direct flights
between them.


https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/

